
Regular Selectboard Meeting 1 

Large Conference Room – Town Offices 2 

Tuesday, June 9, 2020 3 

Meeting Minutes 4 

 5 

NOTE:  Due to the need for separation to prevent the spread of COVID-19 virus, 6 

the meeting was held remotely via video conferencing with participants.  Town 7 

Manager Ramsay participated from her office in the Town Offices. 8 

 9 

Members Present: Brian Carpenter, Heather Seeley, Farhad Khan, Victor Nuovo, Dan 10 

Brown, Nick Artim and Lindsay Fuentes-George. 11 

 12 

Staff Present:  Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay, Assistant Town Manager Chris 13 

English, Police Chief Tom Hanley and Bridge & Rail Project Community Liaison Jim 14 

Gish. 15 

 16 

Others Present:  VTrans Project Manager for the Downtown Bridge Replacement 17 

Progect Jon Griffin and several interested citizens. 18 

 19 

The meeting was streamed live on the MCTVVT YouTube channel. 20 

 21 

1.  Call to Order 22 

 23 

The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. by Chair Brian Carpenter 24 

 25 

2.   Approval of Agenda 26 

 27 

Artim moved to approve the agenda and Seeley seconded the motion. Carpenter noted 28 

that item 10 had already been changed to approve the 2019-2020 Better Connections 29 

Quick Build for Health Grant Agreement for design and construction of a covered bike 30 

shelter and wayfinding kiosk beside the new Middlebury Passenger Rail Platform. The 31 

motion carried with 7 in favor. MOTION PASSED. 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 
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3.  Approval of Minutes of May 26, 2020  41 

 42 

Khan moved to approve the minutes of May 26, 2020, seconded by Seeley. There were 43 

no changes, so the minutes were approved as presented with 7 in favor.  MOTION 44 

PASSED. 45 

4.  Citizen Comments 46 

 47 

There were no citizen comments. 48 

 49 

5. Local Emergency Management Director/Chief of Police,  50 

Update on Pandemic Response 51 

 52 

Chief Hanley reported that it had been relatively quiet and they hadn’t had any 53 

complaints on violations of the Governor’s orders in a week and a half.  He said there 54 

would be a Food Bank drive at the airport on Wednesday, but it was by registration only. 55 

 56 

6. Fred Kenney, Executive Director of the Addison County Economic 57 

Development Corporation (ACEDC), Update on Pandemic Recovery: Review of 58 

State and Regional Efforts for Economic Recovery, including request for approval 59 

of the transfer of Vermont Community Development Program Revolving Loan 60 

Funds to ACEDC for the Restart Vermont Loan and Grant Program 61 

 62 

Kenney reported that a bill had been passed on the Federal level that made changes to 63 

the Payroll Protection Program making it easier and more useful for business, such as 64 

restaurants, to qualify for funds, but they should move quickly before the funds run out. 65 

 66 

Kenney said on the State level, the Governor has proposed a $400 million package that 67 

comes from Federal CARES funds. He said as proposed, $250 million of those funds 68 

would be in the form of grants and loans to businesses through three different 69 

programs.  He said one avenue would be through the Tax Department for retail and 70 

hospitality businesses, and the amount they received would be based on what that 71 

business collected and paid the State in Sales and Use or Rooms and Meals taxes in 72 

the previous year.  He said the second program would be in the form of loans and 73 

grants administered by regional development corporations, and this would be for 74 

businesses making under a $1 million in revenues with under 5 employees.  The third 75 

program would be administered through Vermont Economic Development Authority 76 

(VEDA) for businesses with over $1 million in revenues and over 5 employees. 77 

 78 

Kenney said the leadership in the House and Senate, however, have directed the 79 

economic development committees to only allocate $150 million of the $400 million right 80 
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now, so a bill that passed today allocates $70 million in grants to businesses, with $50 81 

million of that through the Tax Department and $20 million to the Agency of Commerce 82 

that might be in the form of grants through the Regional Development Corporations, and 83 

in both cases, the businesses must have suffered a 75% or more loss in any one month 84 

between March 1st and September 1st of this year, compared to the same month last 85 

year, and they must pass a needs and impact test requirement.  He said this is going to 86 

impact a lot fewer businesses than the Governor’s proposal would have and there is no 87 

loan program yet, just grants that aren’t going to go very far.  He said the committees 88 

will be looking at the remaining $80 million of the $150 million allocation, but he said 89 

they aren’t sure now if they will be in the form of loans or grants, and they have to 90 

consider the Governors proposal for technical assistance to businesses for housing and 91 

marketing.   He said at this time there is no proposal for a loan program, so suggested 92 

the Board stipulate in their decision to transfer the remaining Town Revolving Loan 93 

Funds to Addison County Economic Development Corp (ACEDC) to administer, that 94 

they add a clause that says the funds will only be transferred if a Restart Vermont Loan 95 

Program or something similar is created. 96 

 97 

Carpenter said he’d spoken with someone at the State today and they indicated the 98 

reason much of the funds were withheld was because they hoped to use them at the 99 

State level to balance their budget, and Kenney said that’s what they were hearing as 100 

well. He said they held back as much as they can in hopes they can use the funds for 101 

the Education Fund.  Carpenter said the funds were meant to help businesses and not 102 

balance the State budget. 103 

 104 

Carpenter said the Board needed to discuss transferring a portion of the Town’s 105 

remaining Revolving Loan Funds to ACEDC, but in light of the fact the State has not 106 

developed a loan program yet he’s suggesting to hold back on transferring the funds 107 

until we see what happens.  He said there might be a better use for the funds within the 108 

Town itself or, perhaps, a Master Plan for Route 7 South or other eligible local project. 109 

 110 

Seeley asked if the Town’s loan funds were supposed to be added to funds from the 111 

State, and without the State funds there wouldn’t be enough to do much good.  Kenney 112 

said the State was supposed to provide ACEDC with $1 million for grants, and then the 113 

Town revolving loan funds together with the ACEDC revolving loan funds would total 114 

about $150,000 to be used for a loan program.  He said the $1 million would also have 115 

allowed us to buy down the interest on those loan funds, but without that allocation our 116 

ability to leverage those funds is lost. 117 

 118 

Carpenter said since he wasn’t hearing much support for this, they’d move on to the 119 

VLCT request for support from municipalities for their joint effort with the National 120 
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League of Cities in requesting Congress for direct Federal aid to cities and towns.  He 121 

said given our own budget, we can see the impact on our ability to provide services. 122 

 123 

Seeley moved to adopt the resolution calling upon Congress to allocate fair and direct 124 

federal support to all of America’s communities, regardless of population size, to aid in 125 

reopening and rebuilding local American economies.  Nuovo seconded the motion.  The 126 

motion carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 127 

 128 

 129 

7. Vermont Agency of Transportation’s Downtown Bridge Replacement Project 130 

Manager Jon Griffin with an update on the project 131 

 132 

Griffin said that right now they anticipate closing Main Street by July 13th, which puts the 133 

end of the 10-week closure at September 21st.  He said the July 13th date may change 134 

by a day or so, but he feels confident that the work they’ve completed so far will allow 135 

them to complete the work needed in that 10-week period unless they run into 136 

unforeseen problems. 137 

 138 

He said Merchants Row is currently closed and work is progressing, and as soon as 139 

Main Street closes on July 13th, the Main Street bridge will be removed as well as the 140 

rail bed.  He said there will be a lot of excavation and some drilling and blasting, and 141 

while all the excavation equipment has noise mitigating equipment, there will still be 142 

noise.  Griffin said following excavation the precast pieces will begin to be moved in 143 

from the Fifield staging area and their goal is to place one-piece per hour, for a total of 144 

420 hours.  He said the first 5 weeks of the 10-week shutdown would see the most 145 

amount of activity around the project and downtown, and the next 5 weeks would be 146 

busy, but it would be less visibly active.  He said after the completion of the 10-week 147 

shutdown, construction would be much like it has been up until now, with temporary 148 

lane closures as curbs, sidewalks, paving and landscaping are installed.  He said 149 

everyone is working hard and are very prepared to go forward, and that Community 150 

Liaison Jim Gish is an active member of the team and a good source of information on 151 

the project. 152 

 153 

He said that’s an overview, and they are hoping to give a more detailed description prior 154 

to the closure on July 13th and that’s scheduled for July 8th.  Gish said the plan is to 155 

have a virtual meeting hosted by the Selectboard, to communicate the details of the 156 

shutdown to the public.  Khan asked about the possibility of an option for an in-person 157 

meeting on July 8th, and Griffin said that would depend on what the COVID restrictions 158 

were at that time, but he would leave that up to the Board to decide. 159 

 160 



Selectboard Minutes 6-9-20 Page 5 
 

Fuentes-George asked if they had communicated with the schools to let them know the 161 

closure will extend into the start of the new school year in September.   Griffin said he 162 

had not communicated with the schools, as this date was set very recently.  Gish said 163 

there had been extensive discussions with Addison Central School District earlier in the 164 

year about managing the buses, and those plans all went out the window with the 165 

COVID shutdown in March, so now those discussions will need to begin again, as well 166 

as discussions with the College. 167 

 168 

Judy Wiger-Grohs asked about the plan for dealing with stormwater runoff and about all 169 

the impervious surfaces.  She wondered why there weren’t bio-swales and rain gardens 170 

planned in the Lazarus Park area.  Griffin said Lazarus Park will have a lot of green-171 

space and pervious surfaces in its final condition at the end of construction.  He said the 172 

job as a whole doesn’t have a lot of water treatment, they are just reconstructing 173 

existing pervious surfaces, although drainage improvements have been made, such as 174 

a stormwater separator.  He said currently there are Adler tanks on the construction 175 

site, so any existing water is treated prior to being discharged, and once the project is 176 

completed there will be much more green space than previously. Wiger-Grohs said she 177 

would like to see plans, so Gish said he will be in touch with her with the plans. 178 

 179 

8. Discussion of Face Mask Requirements 180 

 181 

Carpenter said because of the Zoom format, it’s very difficult to have the level of 182 

conversation that is achieved with an in-person meeting, and asked Seeley to describe 183 

for the public the rules to follow if they wanted to participate and speak in the meeting.  184 

 185 

Benj Deppman said he felt the requirement to wear face masks should be taken out of 186 

the hands of merchants, and in the event of a COVID flare-up similar to the one in 187 

Winooski, there should be a policy in place and he wants Middlebury to follow what 188 

other towns are doing. 189 

 190 

Victoria DeWind encouraged the Board to give this good consideration since this is one 191 

of the effective ways to control the virus, and agreed with Deppman that it shouldn’t be 192 

up to the merchants. 193 

 194 

Judy Wiger-Grohs asked the difference between a resolution and an ordinance.  Town 195 

Manager Ramsay said a resolution is a strong encouragement of the Board to wear a 196 

mask, and an ordinance is a legally-binding requirement that, if passed, should be 197 

enforced.  She said the lead time to formalize an ordinance is 60 days with all the legal 198 

requirements for posting and public hearings.  Wiger-Grohs said the Board needs to 199 

enact an ordinance, since half the tourist trade in Vermont is coming from out-of-state, 200 
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and they have the highest infection rates in the nation and she said it’s up to the 201 

leadership of the Town to create an ordinance. 202 

 203 

Laura Asermily said one of the options mentioned in the matrix in the Board’s packet 204 

mentioned an emergency order, and maybe that was the way to go and she’d like to 205 

know how the Board felt on the different options. 206 

 207 

Emily Joselson asked Director of Better Middlebury Partnership Karen Duguay if there  208 

was still a 60-40% split of merchants in favor of some form of face mask regulations.  209 

Duguay said that it was a fairly small representation of businesses responding, so she 210 

didn’t know if it was fair to base a decision on those numbers, and she’s feeling those 211 

are about 50-50 now.  Joselson said cases are still rising and it seems a small thing the 212 

community can do is to wear a mask, so a resolution would relieve the retailers and 213 

restaurant owners of the burden of saying this is the conduct we expect in our town.  214 

She said we’re used to laws and regulations that aren’t heavily enforced, but that 215 

doesn’t make them any less valuable for their public policy statements, their educational 216 

value and their aspirational information, so that isn’t a problem to her and wouldn’t 217 

expend our police force to enforce this other than in an extreme situation. 218 

 219 

DeWind asked what could be done now if an ordinance takes 60 days.  Carpenter said 220 

a resolution would certainly be quicker than an ordinance and the strength could be 221 

determined by the wording.  Asermily asked if an emergency order was quicker to put in 222 

place than an ordinance.  Nuovo said he felt an emergency order would take effect 223 

quicker than an ordinance and an “order” would be different than a resolution, which is 224 

just a strong recommendation. 225 

 226 

Chief Hanley said an emergency order violation is a criminal citation requiring an 227 

appearance in criminal court, which is different than a civil ordinance that just requires a 228 

ticket.  He said there is a big difference of opinions about wearing face masks, and his 229 

fear is the police would get called to a business where a customer isn’t wearing a mask 230 

and if they refuse to wear one, then what happens?  He said he didn’t want to see a 231 

situation where they had to take someone into custody and things escalated from there.  232 

He said you can enact a means where they would have to issue a ticket, but that still 233 

doesn’t make the person wear a mask, so there is no real compulsion to wear the mask.  234 

He said the emergency order is a low-level criminal offense where it has to go to the 235 

State’s Attorney for prosecution. 236 

 237 

Carpenter closed the meeting to public comments and opened the Board deliberations. 238 

 239 
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Khan said he completely agreed with Chief Hanley about the enforcement.  He said he 240 

is a small business owner and there are several different types of businesses and sizes 241 

and the customers come from all walks of life, so he doesn’t want to put his employees 242 

in a situation where they have to enforce customers wearing masks.  He said he 243 

supports wearing masks and his employees wear masks, and he has a sign saying face 244 

masks are required, but if someone comes in without a mask he doesn’t want his 245 

employees to have to confront a customer. 246 

 247 

Hanley said from a police perspective, whatever the Board comes up with, the police 248 

department will come up with a strategy to deal with it, but they don’t want store owners 249 

or employees fighting with customers over a mask. 250 

 251 

Fuentes-George said she’s comfortable with an ordinance or a resolution, but she is 252 

concerned about the 60-day period for the ordinance to go into effect, so she’d like to 253 

see something they could pass immediately and would like to see it worded so it comes 254 

across as more than just gentle encouragement.  She said she’s also fine with starting 255 

the process in creating an ordinance so the process is started in case we see a spike in 256 

cases in the future.  Khan agreed. 257 

 258 

Seeley agreed and said she feels waiting 60-plus days doesn’t help us, and that she 259 

understands the enforcement issues and thinks a resolution is enough.  She described 260 

an essential business in town that has a sign that says masks are required in the store, 261 

and if they didn’t have a mask they’d be happy to provide curbside service.  She said 262 

she thinks we should give business owners some leeway on how they want to address 263 

it, so doesn’t think she’d support an ordinance. 264 

 265 

Artim said he’d discussed this around town, because there are multiple sides to an 266 

issue.  He said after carefully reading the 20 or so letters that came in you’d think the 267 

community was in favor of an ordinance, but when you talk to others you find out that’s 268 

not true.  He said the CDC “recommends” wearing face masks, it doesn’t “mandate” you 269 

wear a mask, so we have to look if we want to do something that is punishable or 270 

educational, and that’s what he looks at when he looks at an ordinance vs. a resolution.  271 

He said the businesses he’s talked to are overwhelmingly against an ordinance and 272 

have figured out ways of dealing with this and customers are working with them.  He 273 

said this is a management issue and the Town is not in the position to manage 274 

businesses, and if a business has a policy it’s up to them to enforce it, and if people 275 

don’t like it they don’t have to do business with them.  He said one letter mentioned 276 

being in the post office where people weren’t wearing masks, but even if the Town did 277 

pass an ordinance, there is nothing the Town can impose that would be enforceable in a 278 

Federal or State building. 279 
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 280 

Artim said you also have to look at the enforcement aspect of it, and do we want to put 281 

our police officers in that position, and do we want to put business owners in the 282 

position of having to report customers if they aren’t wearing masks.  He said it seems to 283 

open up a bigger Pandora’s Box than what we’re hoping for.  He said he looked at draft 284 

documents prepared by Town Manager Ramsay, and a resolution drafted by Nuovo,  285 

and based on his work over the years on code and standard committees, worked with 286 

Nuovo’s to add things that made sense on what the intent was, what the objective was, 287 

recognizing the significance of masks, and making a strong recommendation that this is 288 

important to us.  He feels this is a step in the right direction and something we can get 289 

out quickly. 290 

 291 

Brown said as a business owner he’s damned if he does, and damned if he doesn’t.  He 292 

said he’d support a resolution, and they have had no one come into their inn or 293 

restaurant without a mask on and is comfortable with his procedures, but a resolution 294 

would add support to that.  He said he’s reluctant to go the ordinance route at this time, 295 

because those that are going to wear masks are going to wear them and the others 296 

aren’t, regardless of what we do. 297 

 298 

Karen Duguay asked if the Board made a resolution are business owners still 299 

responsible for making their own decisions on their business.  Carpenter said it’s not 300 

binding and would make a difference on how the resolution was worded. 301 

 302 

Fuentes-George said she’d support a resolution and addressed those in town who felt 303 

the Board should have addressed this earlier on their own initiative, she said things are 304 

happening so fast and that isn’t really the point, but we should anticipate that we could 305 

end up with a spike in cases like Winooski and we might want to look into the ordinance 306 

process and hope we wouldn’t have to do it. 307 

 308 

Carpenter asked if Chief Hanley had any details on the outbreak in Winooski.  Hanley 309 

said this is pretty much isolated to a family group of migrants and those living with them 310 

and it was predominantly children and young people, so this is not a case of community 311 

transmission. 312 

 313 

Nuovo said he’d drafted his document as an emergency order instead of a resolution, 314 

because a resolution only recommends wearing a mask whereas an order requires 315 

masks are worn.  He felt this would give the businesses owners some relief in being 316 

able to tell customers that wearing a mask is required as an order by the Town. 317 

 318 



Selectboard Minutes 6-9-20 Page 9 
 

Carpenter asked Ramsay what other communities had done regarding face masks.  319 

Ramsay said she hadn’t seen any pass an ordinance, and it was unclear with 320 

Vergennes and Burlington if they were orders or not, since they didn’t cite the Statute 321 

giving them the authority to pass an order, and she said South Burlington’s appeared to 322 

be a resolution.  Chief Hanley said the Vergennes Police Chief George Merkel had said 323 

they weren’t enforcing anything, so it was more of a resolution. 324 

 325 

Carpenter said he’d been disappointed at the tone of some of the other municipality’s 326 

resolutions, and he didn’t feel it was a crisis level in Middlebury and didn’t feel the Board 327 

needed to go beyond the normal procedures.  He also felt that the Governor’s 328 

restrictions on out-of-state travel wasn’t bringing large crowds here from other states so 329 

didn’t see a need to do anything more.  He said he has a problem with going through an 330 

ordinance process on this issue, and doesn’t feel there’s a lot of support for an 331 

emergency order on the Board.  He said the next question would be the language used 332 

in the resolution. 333 

 334 

Artim went over the reasoning behind the items he listed in his draft resolution, such as 335 

staying with CDC criteria to avoid having to amend the document if requirements 336 

change, and stating the resolution does not apply to State or Federal buildings that have 337 

their own requirements, or food and beverage establishments that have State 338 

requirements to follow.  Brown said he felt the lodging and food and beverage 339 

businesses should be included in the list of businesses, since there isn’t much 340 

governance for those businesses when it comes to masks. Seeley suggested changing 341 

“face masks” to “face coverings”. 342 

 343 

Following final work on the wording and tone of the resolution, Artim moved to adopt the 344 

Town of Middlebury Resolution on the Wearing of Face Coverings as developed on 345 

June 9, 2020.  Nuovo seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in favor.  346 

MOTION PASSED. 347 

 348 

9. Staff Recommendation for performing interim repairs to Creek Road in order to 349 

open it to thru traffic, as requested by the Board at its March 10, 2020 meeting 350 

 351 

Ramsay said the Creek Road Task force had recommended to the Selectboard that 352 

they open Creek Road back up and the Selectboard asked staff to come back with 353 

costs and a plan on reopening.   354 

 355 

Brown asked if the plan and costs submitted by Director of Public Works Operations Bill 356 

Kernan had been reviewed by the Creek Road Task Force.  Seeley said she feels that 357 

the plan does what the Task Force asked them to do and while it hadn’t been reviewed 358 
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by the Task Force or the Infrastructure Committee, but taking it back for review would 359 

cause further delay to the opening.  She said we have the funds and this plan does 360 

what they hoped to do so that discussions can begin with property owners on what the 361 

long-term solution for the road will be.  She said unless there were strong objections, 362 

she’d like to go forward with this at this meeting so they can continue the work on a 363 

long-term plan, since any storm could cause further damage to that road at any time. 364 

 365 

Seeley said she hadn’t been sure how much consultant Peter DeGraff had been 366 

involved in this plan, so she called him, and he’s been working with Ramsay and 367 

Kernan on the plan and the Wetlands Permit and he thinks Kernan has laid out a good 368 

plan.  She said she thinks DeGraff is a good, impartial evaluator, so if he’s comfortable 369 

with it, she’s comfortable with it.  Ramsay said the plan has also been approved by both 370 

the Fire Chief and Police Chief. 371 

 372 

Fuentes-George said she wanted to be sure that the guardrail installation allows enough 373 

room for the farmers to get their equipment through to work on their fields, but said if a 374 

fire truck can get through then probably farm equipment can.  Carpenter said some farm 375 

equipment would be wider than a fire truck, but if there was a 12’ travel portion then it 376 

should be fine. 377 

 378 

Seeley moved to accept DPW Operations Director Bill Kernan’s proposal for performing 379 

interim repairs necessary to re-open to Creek Road at an estimated cost of $22,432.  380 

Fuentes-George seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION 381 

PASSED 382 

 383 

10. Approve the 2019-2020 Better Connections Quick Build for Health Grant 384 

Agreement for design and construction of a covered bike shelter and wayfinding 385 

kiosk beside the proposed Amtrak Rail Platform 386 

 387 

Ramsay said the Town had received a Better Connections Quick Build for Health Grant 388 

of $10,000 for a kiosk and bike rack at the rail passenger platform, and she is asking for 389 

the Board’s approval to accept the grant. 390 

 391 

Khan moved to authorize Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay to sign the grant agreement 392 

for the 2019-2020 Better Connections Quick Build for Health Grant program award for 393 

the design and construction a covered bike shelter and wayfinding kiosk beside the new 394 

Middlebury Amtrak Rail Platform.  Fuentes-George seconded the motion.  The motion 395 

carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 396 

 397 

11.  Approval of Check Warrants 398 
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 399 

Artim said that under the authority granted by the Selectboard on April 28, 2020, he has 400 

reviewed and approved, on behalf of the Board, total expenditures in the amount 401 

of $783,185.79, consisting of $668,472.84 for accounts payable, and $114,712.95 for 402 

payroll, for the period May 27, 2020 through June 9, 2020, and moved the Board’s 403 

approval of payment of these expenditures.  Nuovo seconded the motion.  The motion 404 

carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 405 

 406 

12. Town Manager’s Report 407 

 408 

Ramsay said the Board voted to extend all Committee, Board, Commission and Town 409 

Officer appointments expiring in 2020 by an additional 90 days in response to the 410 

COVID-19 pandemic.  She said with the 90-day extension period expiring on August 411 

1st, the Town is preparing to advertise for interested candidates and applications for 412 

appointment are due on June 30th.  She said the Board will make nominations to open 413 

positions at its meeting on July 14th, followed by appointments on July 28th. 414 

 415 

Ramsay said Town Clerk Ann Webster has provided preliminary notice of the schedule 416 

for Grievance Hearings and Tax Appeals, and since the Selectboard members are also 417 

members of the Board of Civil Authority and Board of Abatement, she asked them to 418 

please make note of these dates. 419 

 420 

In response to an inquiry by an East Middlebury Resident, Ramsay said East 421 

Middlebury Flood Resiliency Project Manager Amy Sheldon reported in a May 22nd 422 

email, that work on a required Environmental Assessment is nearing completion.  She 423 

said Sheldon also notes that some property-owner approvals will need to be obtained 424 

before submitting the State River Management Stream Alteration Permit and permits 425 

still need to be obtained from the Army Corp of Engineers, as well as the State and 426 

Town.  She said even with these hurdles, Seldon says, it is possible that some work on 427 

the project could begin this season. 428 

 429 

Ramsay said Sue Ritter, Special Assistant to College President Laurie Patton, has 430 

shared an update regarding plans to allow seniors and other students not returning in 431 

the fall to come to campus in June to retrieve their belongings.  She said Ritter also said 432 

another 25 (mostly international) students who remained on campus for the spring 433 

semester will continue to be allowed to remain due to their circumstances. 434 

 435 

 436 

 437 

 438 

http://www.townofmiddlebury.org/document_center/Selectboard%20Meeting%20Packets/2020/18%20-%20June%209%20SB%20Packet/12a%20-%20TM%20Report%202020%20Board%20&%20Committee%20Appointment%20Ad.pdf
http://www.townofmiddlebury.org/document_center/Selectboard%20Meeting%20Packets/2020/18%20-%20June%209%20SB%20Packet/12b%20-%20TM%20Report%20-Mail%20from%20Town%20Clerk%20On%20Tax%20Appeals.pdf
http://www.townofmiddlebury.org/document_center/Selectboard%20Meeting%20Packets/2020/18%20-%20June%209%20SB%20Packet/12b%20-%20TM%20Report%20-Mail%20from%20Town%20Clerk%20On%20Tax%20Appeals.pdf
http://www.townofmiddlebury.org/document_center/Selectboard%20Meeting%20Packets/2020/18%20-%20June%209%20SB%20Packet/12c%20-%20Update%20from%20Flood%20Resiliency%20Project%20Manager%20Amy%20Sheldon%205-22-20.pdf
http://www.townofmiddlebury.org/document_center/Selectboard%20Meeting%20Packets/2020/18%20-%20June%209%20SB%20Packet/12c%20-%20Update%20from%20Flood%20Resiliency%20Project%20Manager%20Amy%20Sheldon%205-22-20.pdf
http://www.townofmiddlebury.org/document_center/Selectboard%20Meeting%20Packets/2020/18%20-%20June%209%20SB%20Packet/12d%20-%20Middlebury%20College%20-%20A%20Message%20to%20our%20Community%20Partners%20and%20Colleagues.pdf
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13. Board Member Concerns 439 

 440 

Nuovo said his concern isn’t a Board concern, but believes the self-evident truths on 441 

which this Nation was founded should include Black Lives Matter, and he wanted to 442 

share that with the Board. 443 

 444 

Seeley thanked Ramsay, Kernan and Werner, who continue to put out great work and 445 

she’s very grateful that we have such a great staff and wanted to thank them. 446 

 447 

Artim said wanted to thank the Board and community who provided the information that 448 

allowed them to create the Resolution passed this evening.  He said there were a lot of 449 

different viewpoints, but that’s what good deliberation does for proper decisions in 450 

government.  He said he’d also like to see face-to-face meetings begin again soon and 451 

while masks may need to be worn, he hopes that begins again soon.  He said Zoom is 452 

fine, but not as good as the real thing. 453 

 454 

Fuentes-George thanked Seeley for all the work she’s done on the Creek Road issue 455 

and she brought integrity and patience to that project, and she said she appreciates she 456 

always thanks other people.  She also echoed Nuovo’s sentiments on Black Lives 457 

Matter and appreciated Chief Hanley’s willingness to participate in the conversation and 458 

said as our community becomes more diverse, this will become an ongoing 459 

conversation and thinks as a Board they should anticipate people will come to them with 460 

questions, criticism and suggestions about this topic, and feels the Board should be 461 

prepared to respond.  She said she’d gone to a couple of demonstrations and she 462 

appreciated the number who participated. 463 

 464 

Khan said he was at the demonstration on Sunday and thought it was wonderful to see 465 

the community come together on this matter.  He also agrees with Artim that he’s tired 466 

of Zoom and wants to meet in person again soon. 467 

 468 

Brown also agrees with Khan and Artim on the need to begin meeting in person again.  469 

He also asked Ramsay about face masks for Town employees and wondered if they 470 

were wearing their masks when they’re supposed to and setting an example.  Ramsay 471 

said they are wearing masks in the public spaces of the buildings, but not their private 472 

offices. 473 

 474 

Carpenter said he thought there had been good deliberation and felt what they came up 475 

with meets the intent to educate and encourage people to wear masks without tying up 476 

a lot of litigation that would probably go nowhere, so felt it was a good solution.  He said 477 

he also likes what Chief Hanley has done to engage the greater conversation of what’s 478 
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going on in the World right now, and our inability to change, but hopes what’s going on 479 

now will be the catalyst for change. 480 

14.  Adjournment 481 

 482 

The meeting adjourned at 9:04 p.m. upon motion by Khan, and seconded by Fuentes-483 

George. 484 

 485 

The next Selectboard meeting will be Tuesday, June 23, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 486 

 487 

Respectfully submitted, 488 

Beth Dow 489 

 490 

 491 

 492 

 493 

 494 

 495 


